
                                 An Easter Message from Father Joseph 

 

 My Brothers and Sisters in Our Lord Jesus Christ, 

  Holy week is the ancient remembrance of God’s saving love that was established in a covenant on Holy 
Thursday, ultimately sacrificed on Good Friday and was victorious on Easter.  

  I can certainly say that this Holy Week and Easter is different from what I am used to, and one I will 
never forget.  I grew up as an Eastern Rite Catholic and Holy Week is the most significant and spiritually 
nourishing week, in my life, every year.  Holy Week, starting with Palm Sunday, we would enter a 
different mood of less conversation, more self-reflection and new morning and evening prayers.  Holy 
Thursday and Good Friday services lasted the whole day and attendance was mandatory, even for those 
individuals and families who did not attend Masses during the year.  Easter would begin with a 12:00AM 
or 3:00AM Mass, which would last three hours.  Then, the celebration would begin.   

  This year, Holy Week either seems like it is “not even a Holy Week” or “the longest Good Friday ever.”  
Personally, I am not able to do what has meant the most to me in my life, either as a Priest, or as a 
Catholic.  I feel tied up and restricted.  We might feel that the life that we know, does not exist anymore! 

  Now, if you think about it, isn’t that exactly the feeling the disciples of Jesus, and even Jesus himself 
might have felt during the first Holy Week?  Burdened, abandoned, hurt, restricted, tied up, nailed 
down, humiliated, in darkness and dead locked in a cave with a huge stone at the entrance.  This year, 
we are experiencing Good Friday a little more realistically in our lives, with all those same feelings. 

    Before Good Friday, let us not forget the Holy Thursday.  Holy Thursday connects everything together 
because on Holy Thursday, Jesus made himself available as our nourishment with a new Sacrament and 
a new covenant of love.  The new covenant of love is what made new life possible for us all.    

  But the last victory belongs to our Master, the Lord Jesus Christ.  The end of the Holy Week should 
prove to us all, that even though Good Friday seems like it is unending and unbearable, it does end, and 
it ends with New Life.  The new life is not just in heaven, but here on earth, made visible to His friends 
on Easter Sunday morning and given to us as we move on.  His Resurrection brought hope and joy to the 
world.  And that my Brothers and Sisters will NEVER go away, even in what has seemed like the longest 
Good Friday, there is Easter.  

Christ Lives Forever! 

Happy Easter! 

Fr. Joseph, Pastor 

Fr. Bobin and the Staff at Saint Rose 


