
Dear companions on journey, 

Already, But Not Yet! Yes, we are getting ready to reopen the church but just waiting for the date. Lots 

of preparations are being done so that we can just not waste time. However, when you come in next 

time for a service it will all be very different. Why? 

The journey as companions had and is still going through some tough times. I can personally vouch that 

the past couple of months, especially the Holy Week were dark for me as a priest of almost 30 years. 

Cancelling mass, confessions, not able to do sacraments for people when they were in great need and 

celebrating Holy Week in an empty church was depressing. I know most of you felt the same and really 

missed the church. I was not afraid of getting sick or not scared of dying either. Then why did we have to 

close the church? I have asked that to myself to God in prayers what is going on! No, He didn’t give me 

an answer with the thunder from the clouds. Maybe God’s voice said very subtly to me to look into 

“yourself” and in to the “Church”.  

“CHURCH” is not any building as we all know. “Ekklesia” in Acts 19: 32, 39 and 41, basically means 

“Called Out ones”. What are we called out for? One thing that is fundamental what we are “called out 

for” is Charity. When I looked into the past two months, what I have seen around me in our community 

is that “church”, the community, you and me who are “called out” are more vibrant and much more 

responsive to our call. Charity is not about making donations although our people have been generous 

in that as well, despite the challenges. Charity is all about caring for our neighbor. Even when I am not 

afraid of getting sick or dying “charity” dictates to me care for the ones around me. I should be thinking 

of others and I should not be the cause for their illness or death. My willingness for sacrifice should not 

be foolish enough to cause danger to others. That is charity we owe one another as Christian. “Church” 

means “Christians you are identified for your Charity” and “Christians you are called out for Charity”. 

In summary, there will be lots of changes and restrictions when you next come into the church. That is 

not to restrict our freedom or imposed by the authorities, but it is our Christian responsibility to protect 

all in our community. For example, you might require to make reservations/online or phone to limit the 

number of people around 240 people at one mass or require to wear mask so that others around you 

and you yourself will be protected. CHIRSTIAN CHARITY.  

I will publish a detailed protocol in coming weeks as I finalize the details in consultation with the parish 

council and various other committees and also in consideration of national, state and local guidelines 

and the input from the diocese. The good news is that we will pass from this to a more joyful future.  


